TO THE STUDENTS

I am impatient to reach the goal if we can through non^
violence and truth. I have infinite patience to wait, if we can-
not reach the goal without the sacrifice of non-violence and
truth. Both spring from my unshakable faith in the supremacy
of non-violence and truth. I know, that however long the route
may appear, it is in my opinion the shortest.

Young India, 16-1-1930
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NOT  A POLICY  BUT  CREED*

The Vidyapith owes its origin to the Non-co-operation
Movement, and as I said some years ago, the object of the Vidya-
pith is the attainment of Swaraj. All those studying in national
educational institutions and connected with them must do all
the things that the country has to do, and must go through the
same discipline, as the country has to go through for the at-
tainment of Swaraj, so that they may be ready to offer them-
selves willing sacrifices when the time comes.

Ours is a movement of self-purification. There are some
who think that morality has nothing to do with politics. We
do not concern ourselves with the character of our leaders. The
democracies of Europe and America steer clear of any notion of
morality having anything to do with politics. Bad characters
are often great intellects, and they can manage certain affairs
well enough by the force of their intellect. The private charac-
ter of some of the leading men of the House of Commons will?
not bear examination. We too have often carried on our political
movement in the same fashion, we did not concern ourselves
with the morals of the Congress delegates, or leaders. But in
1920 we struck an entirely new departure and we declared that
since truth and non-violence were the sole means to be em-
ployed by the Congress to reach its goal, self-purification was
necessary even in political life.

Today there is not much open opposition to the idea,
though there are many who secretly believe that politics should

* Address delivered before the National Educational Conference held
under the auspices of the Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad.